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item 4d of the provisional agenda

Fourth revision of the Standard International Trade Classification

1.
Since the Addis Ababa Task Force meeting in March 2004, UNSD did the following:
(i) An outline of SITC, Rev. 4 revision process was circulated to the TF members and selected countries for comments (in May 2004);
(ii) A special page is created on the UNSD website to store materials relevant to the revision process;
(iii) A provisional draft SITC, Rev. 4 is being prepared; it is expected that the draft will be ready for a review by the TF members and selected countries by mid April 2005.
2.
UNSD will incorporate the received comments in the draft and will make it available to the UN Expert Group on International Economic and Social Classifications.  Recommendations of the EG will be taken into account while finalizing the draft. The draft SITC, Rev.4 will be submitted to 37th session of the Commission in November 2005. If Commission agrees with the draft, UNSD will send SITC, Rev.4 for printing in the first half of 2006. The electronic copies of SITC, Rev.4 will be disseminated to countries around the same time. The following correlation tables will be prepared by the end of 2006 and will be disseminated to countries and the interested organizations as well:
a. HS2007 and SITC, Rev.4;

b. HS2002 and SITC, Rev.4;
c. SITC, Rev.4 and SITC, Rev.3.
5.
The Task Force members are invited to contribute to the revision process in any way they find appropriate, including provision of concrete proposals to delete/include headings and/or change headings coverage.  
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