

8 March 2005

______________________________________________________________________

[image: image1.jpg]ORGANISATION DE COOPERATION ET DE DEVELOPPEMENT ECONOMIQUES

OECD ({(@) OCDE

ORGANISATION FOR ECONOMIC CO-OPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT



United Nations 

Department of Economic and Social Affairs
     Statistics Division
     International Trade Statistics Branch

______________________________________________________________________

[image: image2.png]



     
Statistics Directorate 

International Trade And Structural Business Statistics Section
______________________________________________________________________
Task Force on International Merchandise Trade Statistics

Bangkok, 15-17 March 2005
item 5c of the provisional agenda

The UNSD-OECD data processing project
- A joint statement by UNSD and OECD -   
Data collection

1.
As mentioned in last year’s Task Force report on this subject, the collection of detailed merchandise trade statistics from OECD member countries is channeled fully via the OECD secretariat since two years now. OECD shares all these data with UNSD. Annex 1 gives an overview of the reception dates of the trade datasets of OECD member states for the years 1998 to 2003
. This has been a multi-year process in which OECD-UNSD co-operation has been gradually extended to cover all OECD countries 
2.
The review of reception dates for 2003 data reveals that 12 of the 30 OECD member states improved the timeliness of submitting their trade data by at least one month. For 5 member states the delivery was delayed by at least one month and for the remaining 13 there was no noticeable difference. In all, it can be stated that the first joint OECD-UNSD letter had a positive effect on the timeliness of the data collection. 

3.
If 1 July is seen as a target date by which annual trade data of OECD member states (for the preceding year) should be received, then extra efforts are still needed to improve the timeliness of the data submissions by Denmark, Greece, Ireland, Japan, Korea Republic, Luxembourg, Mexico, Netherlands, Portugal, Spain and the UK. The issue of timeliness will be discussed again with national data providers at the 6th ITS/TIS Trade Expert meeting to take place 12 - 15 September 2005 at OECD Headquarters. 
4.
In the joint OECD-UNSD letter sent in February 2004 the OECD member states were requested to provide release dates of the production of the provisional and final trade statistics and to provide HS 2-digit data fully broken down by partner country. Finland, Italy, Hungary, Austria, Luxembourg, New Zealand, the Slovak Republic, Sweden, Turkey, United Kingdom and the Netherlands fulfilled the request for HS 2-digit data. France should provide them as from the 2004 data submission. Japan, Ireland and Switzerland cannot provide HS 2-digit data. The treatment of HS 2-digit data sometimes introduces inconsistencies with lower levels of the classification. In such cases, a strategy to process aggregated reported data should be defined in common by UNSD and OECD. Very few member states submitted their release dates.
5.
By the 8th of March 2005, 8 OECD countries already submitted data for 2004 to OECD according to the needs stated in the previous joint OECD-UNSD letter. Even though UNSD and OECD still aim at collecting all 2004 data by mid-2005, another “rappel à l’ordre” – in the form of a general joint OECD-UNSD request for 2004 data – could be rather counterproductive at this time given echoes received from some countries and given the fact that the overall situation has significantly improved. OECD will consult bilaterally with UNSD on possible actions to be taken. It seems good strategy to focus on identified late comers without sending redundant reminders to good performers. Furthermore, the September OECD meeting provides the appropriate forum for a live exchange of views with the data providers on the submission of provisional and final data, of HS 2-digit data and of the official release dates. 
Data processing

6.
The cooperation between UNSD and OECD on data processing has intensified over the last 12 months. Besides frequent exchanges via e-mail and telephone, staff members regularly crossed the ocean to discuss and implement the latest improvements. By the end of 2005 latest this data processing system needs to be fully operational.
7.
In addition to the points mentioned in last year’s report regarding the data processing system, more detailed information is given in some background papers jointly prepared by the UNSD and OECD staff working on this project. These papers will be placed on the Task Force EDG once approved by both parties. The first paper clears the ground for combining the country codes to be used jointly by UNSD and OECD in the new system which will involve some re-adjustments of historical data. A second paper highlights all issues entangled in the processing of commodity codes of various hierarchical classifications. Compromises had to be made regarding the number of memorandum items to keep in the new system. OECD would like to keep many memorandum items to process the data as accurately as possible whereas UNSD strives for a minimum number of memorandum items to avoid additional complications in the processing of the data.
Data transfer and sharing among international agencies

8.
As outlined in the Task Force report under agenda item 4(g) several mechanisms have been developed to improve the data transfer between the UN Comtrade database system and the international agencies. In case of Tariff Line data, these data come out of the data processing system and are not the same data as those in the Comtrade dissemination system. Transfer of the Tariff Line data is not just a technical issue but concerns also a policy issue. 
9.
Agencies that wish to retrieve Tariff line data from the newly developed data processing system need to obtain prior approval from OECD where it concerns trade data from OECD member states. With respect to Tariff line data from non-OECD countries, UNSD allows its partners to retrieve those data and use them for internal purposes only. So far, only ITC has a written (and financial) agreement with UNSD to allow use of Tariff line data (of non-OECD countries or areas) by third parties. In case ITC wants to do the same with OECD countries, the same modus operandi will be worked out concerning an agreement with OECD. 
Annex 1
Reception dates for years 1998 to 2003

	Country Name
	1998
	1999
	2000
	2001
	2002
	2003

	Australia
	8-Sep-1999
	30-Jun-2000
	30-Jul-2001
	12-Feb-2002
	21-Mar-2003
	25-Mar-2004

	Austria
	29-Jun-1999
	7-Apr-2000
	23-Apr-2001
	23-Aug-2002
	12-Jun-2003
	18-Jun-2004

	Belgium
	15-Mar-1999
	15-Mar-2000
	28-Mar-2001
	23-Mar-2002
	17-Feb-2004
	21-May-2004

	Canada
	27-May-1999
	25-Mar-2000
	21-May-2001
	30-May-2002
	8-Jul-2003
	18-May-2004

	Czech Republic
	9-Aug-1999
	23-Mar-2000
	16-May-2001
	28-May-2002
	21-Nov-2003
	26-May-2004

	Denmark
	6-May-1999
	5-Apr-2000
	21-Mar-2001
	4-Apr-2002
	6-Mar-2003
	  27-Jul-2004 

	Finland
	29-Sep-1999
	15-Jun-2000
	14-Aug-2001
	1-Mar-2002
	21-Mar-2003
	19-Mar-2004

	France
	26-Feb-1999
	13-Mar-2000
	29-Mar-2001
	20-Feb-2002
	18-Jun-2003
	22-Apr-2004

	Germany
	9-Mar-1999
	16-Mar-2000
	11-Apr-2001
	29-Jul-2002
	21-Mar-2003
	02-Mar-2004

	Greece
	13-Jul-1999
	10-Jul-2000
	16-Feb-2002
	3-Sep-2002
	10-Feb-2004
	22-Sept-2004

	Hungary
	27-May-1999
	2-May-2000
	27-Mar-2001
	13-May-2002
	25-Aug-2003
	8-Jun-2004

	Iceland
	19-Feb-1999
	19-Jun-2000
	9-Jul-2001
	4-Apr-2002
	3-Jun-2003
	31-Mar-2004

	Ireland
	24-May-1999
	26-Apr-2000
	8-May-2001
	13-Jun-2002
	6-Aug-2003
	15-Sept-2004

	Italy
	20-May-1999
	18-Sep-2000
	10-May-2001
	25-Apr-2002
	9-May-2003
	7-May-2004

	Japan
	20-May-1999
	22-Mar-2000
	9-May-2001
	4-Apr-2002
	8-Jul-2003
	9-Jul-2004

	Korea Republic
	15-Apr-1999
	12-Jul-2000
	30-Aug-2001
	27-Mar-2002
	24-Jan-2004
	1-Oct-2004

	Luxembourg
	N/A
	24-Apr-2000
	17-Aug-2001
	3-Sep-2002
	12-Sep-2003
	12-Oct-2004

	Mexico
	16-Jul-1999
	5-Jul-2000
	26-Sep-2001
	28-Jun-2002
	29-Sep-2003
	23-Sept-2004

	Netherlands
	29-Jun-1999
	20-Sep-2000
	18-Sep-2001
	26-Aug-2002
	16-Sep-2003
	27-Sept-2004

	New Zealand
	7-Jun-1999
	13-Mar-2000
	7-Feb-2001
	18-Jun-2002
	25-Aug-2003
	17-May-2004

	Norway
	7-Jun-1999
	25-Jul-2000
	26-Sep-2001
	18-Jan-2002
	25-Jun-2003
	18-Jun-2004

	Poland
	22-Jul-1999
	13-Sep-2000
	21-Sep-2001
	15-Jul-2002
	25-Apr-2003
	22-Apr-2004

	Portugal
	20-Jul-1999
	24-Oct-2000
	20-Nov-2001
	4-Feb-2003
	6-Oct-2003
	27-Oct-2004

	Slovakia
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	8-Oct-2003
	22-Apr-2004

	Spain
	8-Jun-1999
	11-Oct-2000
	13-Jul-2001
	14-Oct-2002
	3-Oct-2003
	9-Nov-2004

	Sweden
	26-Jul-1999
	12-Sep-2000
	16-Mar-2001
	22-Aug-2002
	3-Apr-2003
	6-Apr-2004

	Switzerland
	18-Feb-1999
	23-Feb-2000
	21-Feb-2001
	6-Jun-2002
	21-Mar-2003
	9-Feb-2004

	Turkey
	10-May-1999
	14-Aug-2000
	14-Jun-2001
	10-Sep-2002
	12-Jun-2003
	 30-Mar-2004

	United Kingdom
	29-Sep-1999
	8-Mar-2000
	8-Feb-2001
	22-Apr-2002
	6-Mar-2003
	3-Aug-2004

	USA
	16-Jun-1999
	26-Jul-2000
	19-Jul-2001
	5-Mar-2002
	6-Mar-2003
	26-May-2004


� Whereas data for the year 2002 and 2003 were received only by OECD, reception dates for data of earlier years refer to collection efforts by both OECD and UNSD. 
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